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Howe Press

offers the

Perkins Brailler
Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe, the first director of Perkins, believed it wasn't enough for people who are blind to be read to by others.  He devoted his life's work to making sure that blind and visually handicapped people throughout the world could read and enjoy books.  As he embarked upon his challenge as director of the first school for the blind in the United States, Howe took a three-week tour to see how European countries taught people who were blind.  He realized there was a critical shortage of embossed books, due to the high cost of producing them.  Howe bought four of these specialized books for Perkins, but the large raised letters made the books as bulky as they were expensive.  

Howe began to dream of establishing a separate printing department on the Perkins campus, an enterprise that would later become Howe Press.  By 1835, Howe opened the Perkins Printing Department, providing books to his students and others who were visually handicapped. He created the Boston Line Type, his own more narrow, slender typeface. Although this system was easier for people with sight to read and was less costly and cumbersome to produce, users still had difficulty writing. The school continued to use this system for 50 years until the creation of the Perkins Brailler at Perkins revolutionized communication for the blind.  

In the 1930's the director at the time, Dr. Gabriel Farrell, asked David Abraham, a woodworking teacher at Perkins to create a machine that would make Braille more accessible for the blind.  Abraham, who had gained experience working with machines at his father's factory in England, worked for years before coming up with the prototype.  First produced in 1951, the Perkins Brailler is a durable, inexpensive alternative to conventional Brailling machines. Today, the Perkins Brailler is the standard model worldwide and Howe Press has manufactured more than 280,000 machines.  In addition to the Watertown site, Perkins Howe Press has Brailler assembly plants in England, India and South Africa. The Perkins Brailler has been sold to people in more than 170 countries and is a vital tool in worldwide Braille literacy.
For more information or to order the Perkins Brailler, contact your local dealer:
Adaptive Information Systems Inc.
Roger Behm, Member
1611 Clover Lane

 Janesville, WI  53545

Voice: (608) 758-0933 or (877) 792-4768

  Fax: (608) 758-7898

Email: aistech@ameritech.net
Web Page: WWW.ADAPTIVEINFORMATION.ORG
